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f93 Laurel Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 


July 16, 1918. 


Sir. Robert Falconer, 
Toronto, Canada. 
Dear Sir Robert Falconer 


You may remember that several years ago 
ee 


I wrote you with relation to an affiliation of the universities 


a. 
and colleges of this country with these of the Empire, and you 
replied with interest, but did not see how it could be brought 
about. Dr. Burton of 0 our Wniversity says this is now being taken 
up with Oxford and Cambridge, and I think said that you and Sir 


ay 
$9 


William Peterson are influential in carrying on the campaign. 
May I not hear from you? 


You will be interested in knowing that the Daughters of the 
Empire have given their approval to my sugges stion for a Patriotic 
Creed for the children of Canada per copy attached. So far as you 
can give “his any publicity in any monthly issued by your Wniveraity 
or in any such medium published in the Dominions, will you not do 
so? 


I am en 
The Presi 
developmer 


ag, > 

f the Committee has asked me to work with him on the 
a Breer and this is now engaging my attention. 

Of course th is a delicate matter, because we have not been in- 

Pe hee but I believe the thought will appeal to you. I tock this 

up @ year or more ago and it received a great deal of approval. 


pores ere copy of my suggestion on the Ter Centenary. 
t o 


3 , 


You will not overlook the value of my plan for an Annual 
Commemoration per booklet enclosed, for the universities and coll 
could practically make this Day a fait accompli if they so desire 


. 


Hoping to hear from you, I am, 
Very sincerely yours, 
as mm 
/ Lay p- ONE ie one ory. 


. — 
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AN ANNUAL COMMEMORATION 


BY THE SEVEN ENGLISH 
SPEAKING NATIONS 


To perpetuate the Centenary Celebrations 
of the Signing of the Treaty of Ghent and 
as a Memorial of the Fundamental Unity 
of Purpose of this widespread Race whose 
responsibilities for the future of the World 
of Democracy are now greater than ever, 
as is shown by their joint action in the 
War for the Liberties of Mankind. 


J. W. HAMILTON 
593 Laurel Ave. 
SAINT PAUL, MINN., U.S. A. 


SL ES DE ET PS 
1910 - 1917 


‘It can not but be that those whose 
national roots go down into the same past 
as ours, who share our language, our liter- 
ature, our laws, our religion, everything that 
makes a nation great—it can not be but 
that a time will come when they will feel 
that we and they have a common office to 
fulfill among the nations of the world. The 
time must come when some statesmen more 
fortunate even than President Monroe will 
lay down the doctrine that between the 
English Speaking Nations war is impos- 
sible.”—James Arthur Balfour. 


* * * 
(Mr. Balfour writes that he is gratified to 


give me permission to use the above extract 
in this edition.) 


ANNUAL COMMEMORATION 


BY THE 


ENGLISH SPEAKING NATIONS. 


The Centenary of the Signing of the 
Treaty of Ghent, which occurred in 1914, 
was an occasion of such significance that 
extensive preparations for its celebration 


x 


were made throughout all the English speak- 


ing countries. It was then suggested that 
an annual holiday be instituted as a memo- 
rial of the Peace we had enjoyed. If such 
an anniversary was fitting then, before we 
realized the plots that were being laid 
against our continuance as free peoples, how 
much more is it needed now, when we stand 
shoulder to shoulder in self-defense? 


“Now the thrill of a great and common 
cause is felt between Britain and America; 
a common hope, a common duty, as well as 
common memories and a common tongue 
suggest a day of celebration which applies 


to both peoples.” 


What day to celebrate is still to be decid- 
ed. The Boston Transcript, April 23, 1917, 
quoted above, advocated Shakespeare’s 
Birthday. Two Transcript contributors sug- 
gested respectively, Magna Charta Day, 
June 15, and Constitution Day, November Pile 
The first reminds us of our greatest poet; 
the second, our greatest political document, 


and the third, a document signed aboard the 
Mayflower,” . from which are traced our 
many written constitutions. In 1914 I of- 
fered the second Sunday in October, to avoid 
May 24 and May 30, two of the great com- 
memoration days of The Empire and The 
Great Republic. Other suggestions doubtless 
will be made. 


The idea of the seven English speaking 
nations, the United States, Great Britain, 
Canada, Newfoundland, Australia, New Zea- 
land, South Africa, as well as their depend- 
encies, having one day in common, is com- 
pelling enough to justify the fullest sup- 
port of all. The united influence of these 
nations is so vast that such a day would 
unquestionably have a powerful influence 
on the world. I feel that with every observ- 
ance of such a holiday a future world war 
would be rendered just that much more diffi- 
cult. This day is not alone for the great- 
er glory of the parent stocks of the Hnglish- 
speaking peoples, but for the general benefit 
of all the inhabitants of these two mighty 
groups, who, under the Providence of God, are 
giving civil and religious liberty to one-third 
of the world’s area and population. Those 
of our citizens who are of German stock, or 
Scandinavian, or Italian, etc., should feel 
that the closer the union of the widely scat- 
tered English-speaking peoples, the greater 
is their possible influence on world peace, 
thus benefiting the countries of their 
fathers. Therefore every resident of the 


seven nations not of native birth, but loyal 
to the best interests of those nations, should 
join in favor of this day, for it will in time 
mean much to the country of his ancestors 

A second thought in connection with this 
plan is either to give a holiday on the pre- 
ceding Friday afternoon to all public school 
pupils, or to have special exercises in the 
afternoon. Our country and the other na- 
tions overseas from Great Britain are re- 
ceiving every decade millions of aliens 
who, with their children, would receive from 
this holiday a broader idea of what the Eng- 
lish-speaking peoples stand for. 

PROGRAMME SUGGESTED 
FOR CHURCHES AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
FOR A BRIEF PART OF THE 
SERVICE ONLY. 

National airs, Two Empires by the Sea; 
references more or less extended to what 
the race has done for civil and religious 
liberty, its great opportunities and its great- 
er responsibilities for the future. 

TheCommemoration has been approved 
by thosequoted below and by many others. 

UNITED STATES. 

Vice Admiral Sims: “You have my 
strongest sympathy and approval.” 

James B. Forgan, Esq., President, First 
National Bank, Chicago: “The plan is a 
very good one, and I hope it may be inaug- 
urated.” 

Barnard N. Baker, Esq., Baltimore: el 
think your suggestion to get the children 


interested in the Centenary Peace Work is 
very desirable.” 

John N. Stewart, Esq., Chairman EHxec- 
utive Committee, Centenary Celebrations, 
New York, believes the plan possesses much 
merit and his committee will consider it 
after peace comes. 

Rev. Randolph H. McKim, Church of the 
Epiphany, Washington, is in full sympathy 
with the idea of an annual holiday for the 
English-speaking nations. 

Chas. C. Meurisse, Esq., Supreme Presi- 
dent of the Sons of St. George, Chicago, has 
endorsed the plan, as has the Supreme Sec- 
retary. 

Mr. Poultney Bigelow gives the plan his 
most cordial support. 

Canada. 

Sir Robert L. Borden, Premier: “Your 
purpose commands my fullest sympathy, 
and an annual holiday in comemmoration 
of a century of peace has much to commend 
Tee 

Sir Wilfred Laurier thought that the plan 
would be conducive to the highest possible 
development of civilization. 

Archbishop Hamilton, Ottawa: ‘Permit 
me to express my appreciation of the good 
influence which will be exercised by an an- 
nual English-speaking holiday.” 

Hon. Sir John Hugh Macdonald, Winni- 
peg: “I have no hesitation in saying that 


your object has my sympathy and I wish 
you every success.” 


Hon. William Lyon McK. King: “The 
idea of an annual holiday in commemoration 
of the anniversary of one hundred years of 
peace is one which will commend itself to 
many.” 

Major General Sir Sam Hughes: “I 
beg to state that I think this is a splendid 


Hon. Raoul Dandurand, Senator: “Your 
idea is a splendid one.” 

One of the leading Chief Justices: “I am 
most cordially in favor of any plan which 
will draw together the English-speaking 
peoples. The Centenary should be perpet- 
ual. Your proposition is an admirable one.” 

Boards of Trade, Regina, Lethbridge, Ed- 
monton, passed resolution in favor of a spe- 
cial day, sending copies to Premier Asquith 
and the Dominion Government. 

The Mayors of Halifax and Hamilton were 
in hearty sympathy. 

Great Britain. 

Lord Roberts: “I sympathize with your 
aesire to see one day set aside on which 
the English-speaking nations could celebrate 
their common ideals; and kindly sent my 
letter to the British Centenary Commit- 
Pe 

Lord Fisher of Kilverstone: ‘‘Am in en- 
tire accord with your pian, which I am send- 
ing to Viscount Esher.” 

Earl of Kintore: “I am in cordial sym- 


+} 


pathy with your idea to keep alive and fos- 


ter the great progress in drawing our na- 
tions together. Such a day would assuredly 
have its effect upon Hurope and Asia.” 

Viscount Bryce: “Your plan interests me 
oreatly, and I am suggesting it to the Brit- 
ish Committee.” 

Lord Aberconway: “I think your plan an 
\dmirable one, and I trust it will be cerdial- 
taken up on both sides of the Atlantic.” 
Hon. W. H. Dunn, Lord Mayor, London, 
heartily approves and hopes the idea may 


be carried out. 


Sir Gilbert Parker: “Your idea is a. good 
yne. Persevere in it for it will play its part 
at the proper time.” 

Rt. Rev. J. E. C. Welldon, Bishop of Man- 
chester: “I will gladly co-operate with you 
in the celebration of the long peace between 
the English-speaking nations;” while the 
Very Rey. W. Moore Ide, Dean of Worcester, 
suggests the adoption of the plan between 
Canada and the United States, thence 
spreading to the other English-speaking na- 
tions. 

D. M. Sutherland, Hsq.:, Editor Pali Mall 
Gazette, kindly promises to give the plan 
his support. 

Rev. W. Y. Fullerton, Secy. Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, London, approves and will 
bring the plan before the Baptist Union. 

The Rt. Hon. Austen Chamberlain, in 
thanking me for my booklet, says: “Your 
idea will find widespread acceptance,’ and 


suggests that the English-Speaking Nations 
may prefer to celebrate their union in the 
fight for world liberties, rather than the 
Centennary of the Peace of Ghent. 

iy plea, of course, is for an Annual Com- 
memoration of what the Enklish Speaking 
Nations stand for and not so much the cele- 
bration of a particular event. 

Australia. 

Premier, the Rt. Hon. W. M. Hughes: 
“The object you have in mind has my sym- 
pathy, and hope it will prove successful.” 

Lord Mayor of Melbourne: ‘‘Echoes to 
the full the sentiments conveyed in your 
letter relative to the English-speaking holi- 
day.” 

C. E. W. Bean, Esq., War Correspondent, 
expresses sympathy and hopes it may be 
brought about. 

South Africa. 

The Mayor of Cape Town, 1911: “The 
proposals you so earnestly advocate com- 
mand my sincere sympathy.” 

Guild of Loyal Women, Cape Town, Mrs. 
Kemp, Hon. Sec.: “The Committee entirely 
approves of the idea contained in your cir- 
cular.” 

India. 

Anything which helps to improve and 
maintain the good relations existing be- 
tween the English Speaking world will be 
welcomed by me.”—Hon. A. Yusef Ali, Lon- 
don. 


Sir Mancherjee M. Bhownaggree, K. C. 
I. E., London, also approved of the plan. 


I hope you are interested and that you 
will help the plan in every way you can. 

1st. By taking it up with your Clergyman. 

2nd. By asking your Church and daily pa- 
pers to print, commenting favorably editor:- 
ally, requesting their exchange list to do 
likewise. 

ord. By taking it up with your Board of 
Trade, with patriotic Societies and other 
channels which will help, especially Hduca- 
tional Organizations. 

4th. By letting the plan rest on your 
heart, to do your share to carry through a 
plan which has world-wide possibilities for 
beneficent influence. 

As showing the growing enthusiasm for 
some annual recognition of what the Eng- 
lish-speaking peoples stand for. 

The International Mercantile Marine. 

The Cunard Steamship Co. 

The Canadian Australian Steamship Co. 

The Canadian-Pacific Steamship Co. 

The Soo Railway 
have distributed 2,000 copies of this book- 
let, and a number of Church bodies in Can- 
ada and the United States have asked for 
copies for their Annual Conventions. 


Free copies upon application. 
J. W. HAMILTON, 
593 Laurel Avenue, St. Paul, Minn., U. 8. A. 


“Your plan will accomplish much in bring- 
ing to the consciousness of all, the funda- 
mental unity that binds together the Eng- 
lish-speaking nations. A realization of the 
essential similarity in their underlying aims 
and ideals will do much to further the peace 
of the World.’”—George Louis Beer, author 
of “The English Speaking Peoples.” 


“The events of 1914 have brought to Eng- 
lish-speaking peoples a new realization of 
common heritages of local self-government 
and religious freedom. 


‘We have a deeper mutual understanding 
of each other than we have ever before ex- 
perienced. We appreciate that the ideals 
we venerate and the hopes we share have 
been endangered. We seek means to prevent 
future wars against our civilization. 

“Our common language which weaves us 
into one civilization makes possible and con- 
venient many joint actions to bring us into 
closer sympathy. One such joint action 
might well be a common day of thanksgiv- 
ing—to celebrate our ideals and the peace- 
ful fellowship of seven nations which has 
already carried us so far away from the 
dangers of warring among ourselves.”— 
—Sinclair Kennedy, author of “The Pan 
Angles.” 
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BELIEVE in Almighty God Who overruleth 
for His Purposes. 


SEGIEVE im and reverence this great Dominion, her 
“" “ ue een : OR ah GER ; ee ae 
,ove Of liberty and in her des WAY. 3s DLL 
: yy ; : on : ‘ 


EVE in one Empire, one Flag, one Grown, and 
solemnyy affirm that my allesiance to our 
: my GOW niry comes before 
iy NMatLons snould have 
and JT. sebute thew 


ae: 
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LAOS ICT ACTA 
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. W. Patterson, Esq., 


> 


Toronto, Canada. 


r of July 22nd comes up fo 
ur sending me a copy of the 
ing my Patriotic Creed for the Chil 


fe) li 
tion and I would appreciate 
Y taini 


ty Monthly con 


May I ask that you lay this personally before Sir Robert 
upon his return, because I would be glad if men in his standing 
would take the matter up and sce if something cannot be done 
in view of the many races in the Dominion to have such a creed? 


The favor of an early reply his earnestly requested. 


Very sincerély\ yours 
ha ? 


ets CAN cae Be 
Se 


